
 

Kambi - which in Malayalam means story - is a new animated series that we created to teach the world about the Malayalam language. It is geared towards children and adults who wish to learn the language, and has been successfully running for over a year now on Facebook Watch.

The main characters of Kambi are two boys named Bennu and Amit, who live in Kerala. We follow their experiences through life as they explore their surroundings and meet various friends and family members along the way. The animated stories are easy to follow, interesting, and educational at the same time. Kambi is brought to you by the University of Arizona College of Education - South Asia
Center in partnership with AKCEA Language Technologies. The videos are based on shared experiences of growing up in Kerala, India. We have collaborated with native Malayalam speakers who have provided insight into how Malayalam is used in daily life. Our project team has done extensive research to ensure that our stories are culturally, linguistically and ethnically accurate - even down to the
clothes they wear! And finally, we have balanced these elements with an engaging storyline for children. Recently Kambi has begun to grow in popularity in the US. The Kambi channel reached over 10 million views in December 2018, earlier this year. 2017 - Malayalam Kambi comes to the Philippines! 

2017 - Since 2016, Kambi has been brought to schools around Southern California through partnership with AKCEA Language Technologies. Schools have used the material in their language classes and have proven it successful for students of different ages to learn about Malayalam culture and history. 

2018 - A new book based on the animated series Kambi is being launched by Oliver Scharmann Publishers, Kerala, India. The book will be in Malayalam, and will be launched in late 2018. 

The series is available to watch on Facebook. Kambi is currently filmed mainly in the San Francisco Bay Area. It is produced by AKCEA Language Technologies, part of the Arizona Center for Indian Education (AKCEA). 

The project team of Kambi consists of ten people (four founders and six members), all with different roles in the making of Kambi. The team has developed Kambi over the course of one year with constant revisions and full dedication. All content has been written, sketched, animated, voiced-over and edited by this team alone. Kambi was originally based on a KS2 class that AKCEA Language
Technologies co-founded at the University of Arizona. In 2016, AKCEA Language Technologies connected with South Asia Center at the University of Arizona which decided to take the project from concept to digital series. AKCEA Language Technologies partnered with a film production team from India and produced Kambi in 2017. 

The characters were designed by Davin Thomas, a graphic designer and artist from Kerala, India. Kambi started off as a series of sketches of his own illustration style which were taken by his son Mathan Thomas for use in the series. New Malayalam Kambi Cartoon
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